Contemporary Personalities
present situation arising from the policy of the Government towards the Russian-Policy war." Even the memory of this half-baked and hysterical folly has almost perished. An England,, sane, whole, and non-sectional, which is learning to understand and admire Mr. Thomas, asks nothing but to forget the whole miserable incident.
And on the other side must be set the great and courageous stand he took in April, 1921. This was the gravest moment in all the post-war industrial crises. The miners' strike wras continuing its menacing progress. The Triple Alliance had gwen formal notice of a sympathetic movement. At this moment Mr. Thomas did not hesitate to fight every extremist in the Labour Party upon the issue that it wras the duty of the miners5 leaders to undertake further negotiations with the employers. It was a typical and courageous action, abundantly justified at a later date by the remarkable article written by Mr. Frank Hodges condemning a section of his executive for prolonging the strike.
The man of whom the things set out above can be truly said was unlikely to feel any doubt as to-the road of duty when this country was forced into the Great War. He threw himself with characteristic energy into the work of recruiting. He did as much as any man in England to bring home to the trades unions the reality of the war and its causes. He was sent to America on an important mission ; was publicly thanked by the Government on his return ; and was created a Privy Councillor. He was a member of the Port and Transport Committee ; of the Treasury Retrenchment Committee ; of the Board of Trade Railway Committee ; and Chairman
190